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Kofukuji is the family temple ofthe Fujiwara clan, which was built in the east of the Heijo capital. Given
theinfluence ofthe Fujiwara clan, it is likely work on this temple was began swiftly after the relocation of the
capital from Fujiwara to Heijo in 710. The temple complex covers almost an entire block of the capital grid;a
thirty hectare area of the eastern extension of the city at the northern corner of Heijo. Within the temple grounds
are three golden Buddha halls, an unusual feature and one that illustrates the high rank of K&fukuji. In the
vicinity ofthe golden halls were accommodation for monks, their dining halls,groups of warehouses, including a
treasure house (hézo), and accommodation for dependent workers Kofukuji also flourished in the Heian
period. As members ofthe Fujiwara clan, the Emperor and members of the imperial family of the Heian-kyo
capital (now Kyoto) frequently visited the temple.The temple was repeatedly rebuilt as a result ofnumerous
fires and earthquakes and today few of the original buildings remain.MT.

i #L: An Illustrated Companion to Japanese Archaeology: edited by Werner Steinhaus and Simon
Kaner. (Archaeopress and the Editors 2016)
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