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In the Kinki Region, Nara, Osaka and KyGto each became
capital of Japan in early times, and they were the heart of
Japan's politics and culture. In the Asuka district of central
Nara Prefecture, many early Courts, called miya, were estab-
lished, and Asuka became the early heartland of Japanese
civilization. In this part of Japan, great imperial tombs were
laid out, and the remains of many of these have survived to
the present day, an example being the Takamastuzuka Tomb.
Tombs such as this one are being carefully preserved, and
some of them are being excavated and restored.

In 710, the new capital of Heijokyo was built in Nara
and was modeled on the Tang Dynasty capital of Chang'an.
Heijokyo lay at the center of an administrative system which
united the entire country, with the Emperor and the Imperial
court at the center, following the Chinese example. In due
course, the capital moved to Heiankyo (present day Kyoto),
and Nara developed as a temple town, accommodating impor-
tant buildings such as the Todai-ji Temple, the Kofuku-ji
Temple and the Kasuga-taisha Shrine. The area that was occu-

pied by the old capital is now the center of the city of Nara.
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Welcome to the 35th International Geographical Congress

[t is my absolute pleasure to invite you to the 35th International Geographical Congress (IGC) which
will be held in Ireland in August 2024. My colleagues and I ( (D ) all delighted to have this opportunity
to welcome you to Dublin, and Ireland more broadly, and to have this unique opportunity to share the best
of global geographic research, share common challenges and opportunities, and connect with colleagues
from across the world.

The IGC 2024 will continue the tradition of previous congresses in recognising that our world faces
many common natural and societal challenges that can only be dealt with through global action,
understanding and sharing. Geography as a discipline, its skills, attributes and the geographic mindset has
much to offer other disciplines, policymakers, officials, politicians, and our wider communities. &% [0 ®D

DT =< [EBEDH LZHA~DEE | ©H D, and we are strongly focused ( 3 ) ouracademic

and fieldwork programme on supporting intercultural awareness and understanding; promoting
intellectual diversity as a strength; bringing geographic research and thinking ( @ ) the congress
walls; and grappling ( (5 ) the complexinterconnections between people, place and the natural world.
In an increasingly contested, fragmented and troubled world, celebrating difference as a strength and
acknowledging our common humanity is essential.

®l invite you to explore the various pages of our website to find out more information on registering,

attending and participating. We will be updating it regularly but for the most up to date information and

important reminders, please do sign up to our congress newsletter.
For academic/programme queries, please contact us at chair@igc2024dublin.org and for registration
and administrative  enquiries, don’t hesitate to contact our congress partners at

registration@jgc2024dublin.org.

On behalf of the Irish geographical community.
Niamh Moore-Cherry (#Chair, IGC2024)
[Hi84 : https://igc2024dublin.org/ % —#Fek %]
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